SNOW PACKET Name
“Mexico” Class period
Day #1

Read pages 1-3 and answer the fill-in-the blank questions.

1

N

Mexico is part of ‘ even though it identifies culturally with Central and
South America.

Mexico City is the largest city in the world.

Spanish, the official language of Mexico, is spoken by percent of the population.

Mexican Spanish differs from Spain Spanish in terms of pronunciation and sound. This is
due to words from the (Nahuatl) being incorporated.

What word did we borrow from the Aztecs?

What are the three colors of the Mexican flag?_ and

What is the most important icon which represents Roman Catholicism?

Between 1846 and 1848, Mexico lost_ , , and to the
U.S., reducing Mexico’s territory by half.

In 1862, the. invaded Mexico. They were defeated in 1867 under Porfirio
Diaz.

10. Under the Diaz regime, Mexico experienced political stabilization and economic

development. A network was created strengthening the nation’s economy
and infrastructure.
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Su-asmatlersealatbe Menican nation hus traditionally been chareterized bystrong provincial und Joeat-enltural ideatities. —— e T :
People identify closely with their own state; stereotvpes about people from other places abound, Strung regicnal and loeal
identities have given rise to the idea that there exist "many Mexicos.” Nevertheless, even though Mexican culture is diverse,
there is also a strong identification with the nation-state; nationalism is vigorous.

Location and Geograpliy. Mexico Is siluated in North America, although culturaily, it is identified more closely with
Central and South Ameriean countiies. It borders the United States in the north, Guatemala and Belize in the south, the
Pacific Grean in the west, and the Gulf of Mexico in the east. The national territory measures more than 750,000 sqguate
miles {nearly two million square kilometers) and contains a wide range of phyvsical environments and natural resources. Two
huge mountain chains—the Western Sierra Madre and the Eastern Sierra Madre—run from north to south and meet in
ceiral Mexico. East and west of the mountain ehains are strips of humid coastal plains. The entirely flat Yucatdn peninsula
in the southeast is an exception in mountainous Mexico. The possibilities and limitations of this topographic and climatic
system have had a strong influence on Mexico's social, economie, and eultural organization.

The national capital is Mexico City, situated in the heart of central Mexico. In pre-Columbian tinmes it was the site of the
capital of the Aztec Empire and during the three centurfes of colonial rule it was the seat of the viceroys of New Spain,
Mexico City today is the second largest ity in the world with 17 million inhabitants as of 1995. Most administrative and
cconomic activities are concentrated in Mexico City. A ring of cities—Puebla. Cuernavaea, Toluea, and Querétaro—surrounds
the capital. Other major cities are Guadalajara ip the west and the industrial city of Monterrey in the north. In the late

twentieth
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Mexico
century, major urban centers developed along the border with the United States.

Demography. The preliminary results of the 2000 population census ealculated the total number of Mexicans as
97,361,711 1n 1950, the total population amounted to approximately 25 tnillion, with the figure reaching nearly 50 million in
1970, These numbers demonstrate the rapid rate of demographic growth that was so characteristic of Mexico during the
second half of the twentieth century. The growth rate has slowed, but the population is still very voung. The average life
expectancy in 1999 was estimated at sixty-nine years for men and a little over seventy-five vears for women; the infant
mortality rate was alinost twenty-five per one thousand. In the late twentieth century, emigration to the United States
{mainly of the illegal varietv) became a significant phenomenon.

Mexien's popuiation still contains many indian groups. Depending on the definition used, the total number of Indians varied
from 6.7 million to 10 willion in 1995. The most significant groups are the Nahuas, Gtomis. Mayas, Zapotecas, Mixtecos,
Tzeltales, and Tzotziles.

Zinguistic Affiliation. Spoken by more than g5 percent of the population, Spanish is the official language of Mexico and
was introduced through conguest and colonization. Mexican Spanish has its roots in the Spanish of Spain. In terms of
grammar, syntax, and speiling there are no important differences between the two, but the pronuneiation and sound are
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rrain wordis irom the neincioal Tondian bineuase (Nabuatls are eormomded fnto Mediean Spanish coneciailv i

sistiains of food aad hensehold, Some of Uiese words have slso beent invorporated into othier binsiages sich as the §

% “mglish ‘chocolate’ from the Nahuatl chocoiatl. The nationad culture z}f Wlexion boasts sixty-two indigenous langiages. in §
g “oos at least 5.5 million people snoke an indivenous languare. Uhe level of Bilinguism, however, was hizh at 85 pereent. §
|

Symbofism. The most prominent symbols that exoress and reinforce national etdiiie belonu 1o the domaiie of siate, %

! seligion, and popolar euiture, A8 a product of the Mexican Bevolution (1010-1917), the Mexdean siate has been an important %
! coint of convergence for national identity. Bacause It was o widely shared procass that srofoundly refasiioned the vounin's %
ool politienl, reonomic. and cultural characteristivs, the revolution ibell has become an bnporiant source of national §

identity, The postrevolutionary state has been very active and cifective 1 purtiing national svrbols and beroes, Children

hoattend public senools Bonor the natiomn! flag and sing the national anthent svery Monday morning The flag consistaof
thres vertieal steins in Lhe colors sreen (represeniing bope' L wiite (Upnrity Jand red Ublood™ ), [s the contrmlwhite stiip s
the Imuge of a0 eagle standing on s eactus plant and eating a snake. This image represents the mvth of the foundation of
Tonochtitiin, the copital of the Aztee Empire, »

“hemost important ioon of Mexivan rational eidiure is the Virein of Guadalupe, which iilusirates the vervasive influence of
Zoman Catholicisin in the national culivre. She s viewed as the "mother’ of all Mexicans. The darksiinned Virginis the |
Vewicnn version of the Virgin Mary and as such represents national identity 2s the produc of the mixinz of Buropeanand
sleso-Amertcan religions and peovles. Her image was used in the struzele for independence nuainst the Spanish.

Mesieans have developed o particular sense of unicueness, which I8 exoressed in the popular saving come Mexivo no i
Jos {Mexieo s second to none). This sense is aiso expressed in numerous slements of popular cilture such as food and

el
_ History and Ethnie Relations

Fmeveence of the Nation. Mexican national cultze siovdy emerged from 2 process of accommodation between the
indigenous cultures and the Spanish colonial domination that lasted three centuries. Medieo gaived independence 1n 1821
i the nineteenth contury, the formation of the national eulture and polity remained & ditficult task nadnly due to political
instability, military norisings, and forefen invasions: In these vears Mexeo lost laeae portions of s oriainal tertitory, Most
inpoviant in this respeet was the war with the United States between 1846 and 1344, which broke out when the Uniied
Srates attempted to annes independent Texas. The war ended with U3, forees defeating the Mexican army. The 1848 peace

5

tv ceded Texas, California, and New Mexivo to the United States and reduced Mexico's rntory by halfl Despite this

rragic loss, the war did contribute to the development of 2 zebuine natlonalism for the ficst Time. {01853, in a contradictory
deeision, the Mexican governinent sold present-dav southern New Mexico and Avizona to the Uniled States in order to solve
Midgetary problems. [he relationsbip between Mexieo and the United States has refiwined difficult and ambivalent ever
singe.

Yiexico wos rvaded again in 1862 this tiime by the French: whe instailed o monarchy incoalition with conservative Mexican

tos, Clvil war ensued Gail the French were deteated by Mexican liberals in 1867, which inaugurated 8 new republic that

sy becoming a nabion-state, These were vears of nascent economic, infrastructural, and political modemization
Political stabilization and economic develoninent were alsp the Dallmarks of the regime of Porfivio Diaz (1876~1010). The
ars of the Digz regime wers also the thine whisn Mexico became increasingly connected in a railioad network. These

orovesses fostered the political; economie, and social integration of different groups and regions within the nation and
strenginened siate and nation bullding, These profoundtranstormations, however; also cregted manytensions andeonflicts

tween vich and poor, peasants and Jarge landowners, Indians and non-Indians, and the politically influendal and the
piviog middie dooses. Thig instablility eventually led to the onthireak of the Mexicon Revolution in 1910, which drove Dinz

sl power and then developed into a harsh and vielent ciilwar, 101 estimated that t mililion peoplewere killed during

s revolitionary period {of a tnotal population of a lttle more thary 1y miilion In o). 2omed stiugele formally ended with

theadoption of anew Constitution In early 1917, but i still tookseveral decades move before a new natign-stale
wopsolidated. Postrevolutionary reconsiruetion affected sl domains of saciety ind gave an entively new meaning tothe
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